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FAiscellany. 


For the Christian Herald. 
A SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENT. 


A GENTLEMAN of liberal education was, some years ago, engaged as 
Principal of a respectable academy in the town of .. He was 
not altogether a novice in the art of teaching, having spent several years 
in the practice of it, and considered, with some attention, different me- 
thods of subjecting the youthful mind to salutary discipline. It was 
not, however, his happiness to be entirely satisfied with the views of 
most teachers on this subject, and particularly in the article of govern- 
ment. His experience and observation, as well as his philosophy, led 
to the belief that, in this department of education, sufficient account is 
not ordinarily made of the judgment and consciences of youth. Both 
these he had pretty uniformly found to be decisively on the side of good 
behaviour ; and he resolved upon making, if possible, fair trial of a go- 
vernment more nearly religious and moral, than is adopted in many of 
our seminaries. ‘To the success of such an experiment, the internal 
condition of the academy, previously to its being plaeed under his care, 
was as unfavourable as misconduct, on the part both of instructer and 
pupils, could well have rendered it. The instructer was, in manner, 
formal, peremptory, and passionate. His pupils were, many of them, 
too old to be easy scared, and too inconsiderate to reason themselves in- 
to proper submission. Idleness and censure, rebellion and chastisement, 
had become the order of the day. In these circumstances, the Princi- 
pal, whose term had expired, resigned his charge, and took leave of his 
scholars, without regret ; while they were only restrained by the inter- 
position of the trustees of the seminary from pursuing him with hisses 
and insults. 

The gentleman already mentioned as his successor, entered upon his 
arduous duties, with no peculiar advantages for discharging them with 
success. He was, indeed, reported to the students as an instructer, who 
might be expected to pursue the mildest measures, and consult faithfully 
their best interests; but no formal efforts were made to restore order 
among them, nor to insure their submission to his regimen. In pursu- 
ance of his design to obtain a moral ascendency over his pupils, and to 
manage them, as much as possible, by considerations addressed to their 
understanding and conscience, he commenced with giving them a fa- 
miliar and affectionate lecture on the interesting relation which was now 
constituted between himself and them ; and the serious influence which 
it was calculated to have upon their future character and enjoyments. 
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418 A Successful Experiment. 


He stated very particularly the object, which their beloved parents had 
in placing them under his instructions ; and the solemn obligations rest- 
ing upon both teacher and pupils, not to disappoint their reasonable 
hopes. ‘They were told, and repeatedly assured, that the course of obe- 
dience, industry, and piety, was incomparably the most honourable and 
happy for themselves, as well as pleasing to all good men, and even to 
God himself. Great stress was laid on the circumstance of their being 
the creatures of God, who would hald them accountable for the manner 
in which they should improve their present advantages. The address 
concluded with the annunciation of a small number of rules, which 
were to be considered as fundamental in the government of the academy. 
These rules were repeated, familiarly explained, and shown to be both 
desirable and necessary. It was made plain to their understandings, 
that their refusal, or unnecessary neglect to observe them, would prove 
not only a real offence against their instructer, parents or guardians, but 
also a heinous sin against Jehovah ; and that, on each of these accounts, 
but more especially the last, there would be a painful necessity of chas- 
tising it. 

There was but little reason to hope that the refractory spirit of a 
considerable number of youths, who had been, for some time, accus- 
tomed to disobey and insult their instructers at pleasure, would imme- 
diately yield to the voice of mild persuasion. Some impression was, 
however, observed to have been made by the considerations addressed 
to them. ‘They seemed to be startled at the disgraceful character, and 
serious consequences of the conduct, which they had before regarded 
only in the light of truant offences against their teacher. And the repe- 
tition of such persuasives evidently served to render the impression 
more deep and permanent. 

It was no part of the plan in question to spare the rod entirely, as be- 
ing an unlawful means of subduing the refractory ; but the object was, 
to give to moral and religious considerations their proper place, and 
greatest practical influence. Accordingly, when any pupil was detected 
(as some few individuals were) in a plain and unnecessary violation of 
an established rule, recourse was sometimes had to corporal punishment. 
But the manner of inflicting it was somewhat singular. 

The offender, upon his being detected, was not chastised forthwith ; 
nor was he put immediately upon his trial. He was simply admonished 
of the fact, that his instructer suspected him guilty of a particular fault, 
and would be prepared to attend to the subject at a given time. The 
time being arrived, he was arraigned before the proper authority, and 
put rather formally upon his defence. Great care was observed in 
making a true and candid statement of his crime, and affording him eve- 
ry reasonable advantage for clearing himself, that the decision might 
be such as would accord with his own unbiassed judgment. He was 
treated seriously, but with evident kindness; and no advantage was ta- 
ken of his situation to upbraid him with his former misdemeanors. 
Having brought the trial to a conclusion, it was usual to dismiss the 
subject until the succeeding day, or the evening of the same. But the 
pupil was informed what must be his punishment, and also of the time 
when he would receive it. 

At the hour appointed, he was called the second time from his seat, 
and, in an affectionate but serious tone, reminded of his fault, its charac- 


To my Brother. Al9 


ter, and unhappy consequences; was assured that his instructer indul- 
ged no unfriendly feelings towards him; but was about to give the most 
decisive proof of his solicitude to save him from the paths of the destroy- 
er. All this passed in the presence of his fellow students, and was 
accompanied by friendly cautions to them to avoid the like offence, or 
others, to which they were thought to be particularly inclined. In 
these addresses, occasion was sometimes taken to speak of the person on 
trial, or to be punished, with great candour. Mention was made of his 
good qualities, and how easily he might, in future, avoid disgracing 
them by a repetition of his crime. It was often judged expedient to 
assure him, that upon his reformation, neither his offence nor his chas- 
tisement would be remembered to his injury ; and to request the scholars 
to treat him with their former kindness. His case was also remember- 
ed in the prayer which closed the exercises of the day, and solemn 
request was made unto God to forgive his sin, and render the chastise- 
ment an effectual means of his reformation. 

The reader has probably began to anticipate the happy result of this 
mode of government. Its success was, indeed, most complete. A few 
instances of chastisement, rendered not only punishment in general, but 
the conduct which led to its infliction, universally odious. But one in- 
stance of corporal punishment occurred for a period of sixteen months ; 
during which time the academy was preserved in a high state of disci- 
pline. The Principal gained the esteem and confidence of his scholars 
to a degree which was considered altogether singular; and had the most 
happy influence in correcting their faults, and forming them to indus- 
trious and moral habits. It soon became unnecessary for him to address 
them, even at school, in language more harsh and peremptory, than is 
usually adopted by parents, in the best regulated families. He not only 
forbore to threaten, but even to command them. His wishes were, on 
ordinary occasions, expressed to them in the style of request; and were 
met by a willing and prompt attention. Their cheerful submission, 
during the hours of study, was soon observed to produce a happy effect 
on their habitual temper and conduct. The change was visible in their 
behaviour, at their homes and boarding houses; and gave them, for the 
time, a more considerate and benevolent, as well as a more moral and 
serious character, than is seen to distinguish most other collections of 
youth at our higher schools. 

Amicus. 


For the Christian Herald. 
TO MY BROTHER.* 


You do believe, yes, you know that a total renovation of soul must take 
place, to prepare you for Heaven,—that you do not cordially love God, 
or love his glory—that you have not committed your soul to Christ, 


* This letter was addyessed, by a gentleman in a neighbouring city, to his bro~ 
ther, who lived in a place where the Lord had commenced, and is still carrying on, 
an extensive work of grace. It has been extensively circulated in private circles, 
with the salutary effect of producing a spirit of inquiry on the important subject of 
the soul’s salvation. If any of our readers have not experienced that change of 
heart which the gospel requires, (John iii.) we would urge them to adopt the plan 
here recommended, and to begin a/ once the work of repentance and reformation. 
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to be saved by his merits,—that you are therefore spiritually dead, with 
the tremendous guilt of rejecting Christ, who calls you to life—of re- 
jecting him under the most melting circumstances, while the tears of a 
beloved parent were united to the entreaties of him who died for you. 
Will you speak of the hardness of your heart? I know it; I have 
gone through with all that you feel. I know what it is to wrestle with 
a heart that will not bow. But, my brother, you know, as well as I, 
that there is no want of power—no want of capacity—nothing that 
can excuse your rebellion for a moment. God forbid that any meta- 
physical subtleties should shield your conscience from the sword of the 
Spirit. Deal honestly with yourself, as an accountable being, and tell 
me, is there any reason why you should not love God with all your 
heart—repent of sin, and accept the Saviour this very moment? Is 
God a hard master in demanding it? Will you ever have a greater ca- 
pacity todo it? Is the unbending opposition of your will and affec- 
tions an excuse or an aggravation of your guilt? But how is this hard- 
ness of heart to be subdued? Never, my dear brother, but by honestly 
endeavouring to do it, with a conviction that it must be done. Do you 
wish to feel your guilt, to find your heart melt and sink in a view of 
your ingratitude and rebellion ? then go to God and pour out your heart in 
lamentations over its vileness, and go to Christ and receive him as your 
Saviour. “ But,” you say, “ when I do this my heart is cold.” If it ever 
becomes warm, if it ever melts, it will be in these struggles. Each effort 
to do your duty will revive the deplorable hardness of your heart—Still 
more sensibly will teach you the need of an Almighty Saviour—will 
drive you from that refuge of lies, your own works, and make you de- 
spair at length of any help except from God. When you truly feel this, 
and cast yourself on the arms of Christ, sensible that you are justly 
perishing, and leaving to him what shall be done with you, the conflict 
will end, and your soul will find inexpressible peace. But beware of 
these struggles for the sake of feeling more. Let your design and effort 
be, honestly to do your duty, every time you appear before God, by then 
submitting to him. Though you have failed heretofore, perhaps you 
may succeed in the next effort, if it be greater. If you do not, it will 
still more affectingly discover your vileness, tear up your self-depend- 
ence and show you the need of Christ. 

Let me tell my own experience. When I commenced this course of 
exertion, I scarcely felt any thing, but I gave up all other pursuits, shut 
myself in a dark room with just light enough to read, deliberately array- 
ed before me the sins of my life, my rebellion, ingratitude, pride, envy 
and repinings. I read the 51st Psalm, 58th of Isaiah, and parable 
of the Prodigal—kneeled down every half hour, and strove to give my- 
self to Christ—strove to hate myself. The more I laboured the more 
I saw my vileness, till at length my heart broke, and gave myself, as I 
hope, to Christ. I found it of great benefit not to conceal that I was 
anxious: the worldly let me alone—the good prayed for me—and, what 
is very important, I felt impelled, by consistency of character, to per- 
severe in fleeing from the wrath tocome. Every motive not absolutely 
sinful, should be brought to bear, with combined force, on the soul. And 
now, my dear brother, the Holy Spirit is in , and subduing many 
who thus strive for their salvation. 'Why may not you be saved, if you 
persevere in these efforts? Will you not promise me to commence the 
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trial? Will there again be so favourable a season? Do you know 
that any other will be granted you, if you suffer this period to pass? I 
shall not cease to pray for you; but it will be with trembling despond- 
ency, and with the agonizing apprehension that all is in vain, that you 
only lived to fill up the measure of wrath. 

Dear Brother, that measure, if it is ever poured out to you, will be 
more bitter, more overwhelming, than falls to the lot of but few ina 
Christian land. 

Who has been warned with such tenderness? Oyer whom has so 
many prayers been poured out? Tenclose a letter which she wrote 
tome: When you read her own hand-writing, and see how she speaks 
of you—from the burstings of a mother’s heart, you cannot but be melt- 
ed. Ineed not ask you to forgive my plainness,—I need not tell you 
my tears stream on my paper, while I write. We stand in the presence 
of God, who is now searching our hearts. We are soon to answer for 
the manner we receive this subject. Oh! may you be saved: But may 
your blood not be on my soul ! 






















A WARNING TO THE THOUGHTLESS AND GAY. 
To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 







Sir—Having had the following anecdote in my possession for several years, 
and reading it recently to some of my Christian friends, I was strongly urged to 
present it to you as a suitable subject for insertion in your useful Miscellany. 
Should you deem it deserving of a place, it is at your service. 







A SUBSCRIBER. 







Tue late Rev. Mr. Evans, of Bristol, called a few months before he 
died, to see one of his people, (he being a minister of a congregation in 
that city,) and saw a young lady in the parlour, who came to the Hot 
Wells for the benefit of her health, and lodged there. Mr. Evans, ob- 
serving her unusually pensive, took the liberty to ask the cause. 

She answered, “ Sir, I will think no more of it; it was only a dream. 
I will not be so childish as to be alarmed at a dream! However, I will 
tell it you. 

‘¢ I dreamed that I was at a ball; where I intend going to-night. I 
thought that soon after I was in the room, I was taken very ill; that they 
gave me a smelling bottle ; and that I was brought home into this room, 
and placed in that chair, (pointing to an elbow chair,) and that I faint- 
ed and died! I then thought that I was carried to a place where angels 
and holy people were singing hymns and praising God. I thought I 
found myself very unhappy, and desired to go from them. My 
conductor said, ‘if you do go, you will never come here again.’ 

“ J thought I was then whirled with great violence, and fell down, down 
—down—through darkness and thunders into sulphureous flames! With 
the scorching of the flames and hideous cries, I awoke.” 

Mr. Evans made some serious remarks on the subject, and advised 
the young lady not to go to the ball that night. She said she would ; for 
she was more of a woman than to mind dreams ! 


Accordingly, she went; was taken ill; a smelling-bottle was given 































422 Bible Anecdoie. 


_ to her ; she was brought home, placed in the chair before mentioned, 
‘fainted and died. 

Reader, remember the uncertainty of time, and the certainty of 
eternity ; and what an awful state it is to appear before a just God, with- 
out being clothed in the spotless robe of Christ’s righteousness. 
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CHOICE OF MISSIONARIES. 


THE following HInTs, with regard to the choice of Missionary Students, are 
the result of much experience, and are recommended to the serious attention of 
Ministers, or others, who propose Candidates for admission. 
















1. Unrercnep Prery is always to be considered as the radical qua- 
lification. We can never enough press upon our friends, who recom- 
mend candidates, to use the utmost care that there be great decision of 
character in persons selected for students, and deep, exemplary religion. 
This should be searched into with peculiar attention. 

2. Goon Asi.itizs, and some acquired knowledge—a sound judgment 
—great natural sagacity, and a character for prudence. 

3. A Goop Temper. This is of much importance. A bad temper is 
a sufficient cause of rejection. 


— 


BIBLE ANECDOTE. 


THE following anecdote, extracted from the Second Report of the Dublin Auxi- 
liary Bible Society, will be read with considerable interest. 





















“ The ladies of a Bible Association, in one of their weekly calls upon 
the poor, saw a female at her door, with an infant in her arms ; they 
asked her if she had a Bible; she answered, No. They then asked her 
whether she would like to become a subscriber for one; she replied, 
with tears in her eyes, that she would if it were in her power; but she 
could not. On leaving her, the husband, an idle, worthless man, who 
had seen the ladies talking with his wife, asked her what they wanted ; 
she told him. He then inquired what answer she gave them; she re- 
peated that also. On the following Monday, as the ladies were passing 
her door, they found her waiting for them; and she tendered them sixpence, 
as the commencement of a subscription for a Bible. The ladies, surprised, 
yet delighted, asked her how she became enabled to spare so much; she 
answered very feelingly, ‘I hope it will last—I hope it will last.’ The next 
week she was ready with a shilling ; and in a very few weeks paid up the 
requisite sum, and received her Bible. It appeared from her statement, 
that almost immediately after their first conversation, the husband at- 
tended diligently to his employment, and instead of spending the greater 
part of his earnings at the public house, as he had been accustomed to 
do, carried home his wages to his wife. In a very short time this man be 
came a free subscriber ; and such was the influence of Bible principles 
upon his conduct, that his temporal affairs became very prosperous, and 
he now has a considerable sum deposited in the Savings-bank.” 
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AFFECTING INTERVIEW WITH A DYING INFIDEL.* 


A GENTLEMAN of my acquaintance informed me, that he had been 
kept up the preceding night in drawing out the will of a person who 
was considered in extreme danger, through a biliary fever. The dis- 
ease had been induced through anxiety respecting a lawsuit, in which 
he had endeavoured to resist a fraud that had been practised on him to 
a considerable amount. I called upon him twice, and found him able 
to understand what was said—willing to hear, and to make many con- 
cessions respecting the wickedness and carelessness of his past conduct ; 
but hitherto wholly ignorant of the power of religion, and even but little 
acquainted with the leading facts of revelation. He is captain of a ship, 
and, I have been informed, has been a noted duellist, having shot three 
men in histime. His circumstances are very affecting, and yet he is 
only one of many who suffer from injustice, tyranny and fraud—only one 
of many, who, groaning under the stings of conscience, and the disap- 
pointments of life, do not have recourse to the balm of Gilead, the cure 
for every wound—the solace of every grief. 

14th.—This evening brother aud I called upon Captain ——, 
but were received in a very different manner from what my former con- 
versation with him had given me reason to expect. We were met at the 
door by a young man, whom I had seen there before, and who assured us 
that Captain was at present quite insensible, and consequently una- 
ble to understand any thing we might say to him. We, however, entered, 
and found him very ill, but not worse than he had been the day before. 
After a short pause, gasping for breath, and scarcely able to articulate 
his words, he assured us that he was determined not to change his reli- 
gious views, and begged us to say nothing to him respecting religion ; 
observing, that if he listened to us, we should hurry him to the grave; 
and that our religion was not sufficiently mild for him. We asked what 
religion could be more mild than that which held out to view a Saviour 
full of compassion and love, who had given his life for his enemies, and 
was willing to receive them into his favour, even after a life spent in op- 
position to his will. He said it was of no use to talk. We asked if he 
would permit us to pray with him—he declined it ; or to call again—he 
thought we had better not. Unhappy man! my heart bleeds over him. 
We were both much affected at this unexpected reception, and felt deep- 
ly grieved that an immortal being should, to all appearance, be so near 
eternity, and yet so unprepared for the change. (He died two days 
after.) 








For the Christian Herald. 
ORIGINAL LETTERS 
Of the late Mrs. IsApeLLa Granam, to a young man on his making a 
public profession of religion. 


September, 1798. 
My Dear ) 
You have now ratified in a public manner that transaction which has, 
no doubt, passed previously in private between you and your God. You 





* Extracted from the Journal of the [English] Baptist Missionaries at Calcutta. 
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have declared your belief of the gospel, and have taken hold of God’s 
covenant of promise ; you have fallen in with his own plan, which he 
has appointed for the salvation of guilty sinners, and rested your soul 
upon his word.of promise, that you shall be saved ; you have, at the same 
time, dedicated and devoted your soul, your body, your time, your ta- 
ients, your substance, your influence, all that you are or have, to be 
disposed of at his pleasure, and for his glory in the world. You are no 
longer your own ; youare bought with a price, adopted into the family of 
God, numbered with, and entitled to, all the privileges of his children. 

Your motives of action, your views, your interests, are all different 
from those of the worldling. Whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, your aim must be, and will be, to do all to the glory of God ;— 
this must go with you, and be your ruling principle in all the walks of 
life. 

By your imtegrity, uprightness, and diligent disinterested attention to 
the interests of your employers, you will glorify God, and have his pre- 
sence with you in your business. By a due and marked observance of 
the Sabbath, and attendance on his ordinances, you will glorify him; by 
regularity, order, and temperance,—with an open acknowledgment 
of God before all who may surround your board, you will glorify him 
in a special manner, in these days of degeneracy; and if these be 
crowned with family worship, his presence will be with you, and 
great will be your comfort. God’s interest in the world must also 
be yours; the good of his church in general, and of your own fa- 
mily in particular. If you would be rich in comfort, follow the Lord 
fully, and follow him openly ; and if you would do it so as to suffer the 
least from the sneer of the world, do zt at once. Already you have re- 
ceived congratulations on your joining our church, by those not belonging 
to it: soon will it be known to those who will scoff at it. But Christians 
and worldlings will look for consistency, and if it be wanting, the last will 
be the first to notice it. A decided character will soon deliver you from 
all solicitatiéns to what may be even unseemly; and dignified, consistent 
conduct will command respect; not but the Lord may let loose upon 
you the persecuting sneer and banter of the wise of this world, whose 
esteem you wish to preserve; but if he do, the trial will be particular ; 
he will support you under it, and bring his glory and your good out of it. 

T have had great hopes that the Lord was dealing with your soul, and 
have looked earnestly when the “ smoking flax” would decidedly flame, 
but cautiously avoided urging you to make a public profession ; being of 
opinion, that it was better to leave you free and uninfluenced by friends, 
with your God, your Bible, your Doddridge, till you would count the cost, 
oth the matter, and make a deliberate choice, while I kept pleading 
for you ata Throne of Grace, that the Lord might shine on his word, 
and into your heart, and bring all to pass. He has done it, and I trust 
sealed your soul. And now, my friend, suffer the word of exhortation. 
You have entered the School of Christ, and have much to learn, far be- 
yond what man or books can of themselves teach ; and you have much 
to receive on divine credit, beyond what human reason can comprehend. 

I would recommend to you, to read carefully, and pause as you read, 
and pray as you read for the teaching of the Holy Spirit, St. Paul’s 
Epistle to the Ephesians. Read it first without comment, and as addressed 
to you, ***** **#**, in particular. You will there find what may in 
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part stagger your reason, you will find what far surpasses your compre- 
hension, but still read on, with‘ conscious weakness and ignorance, and 
absolute dependence on divine teaching. -Whenyou have read it through 
without comment, take the godly pious Brown or Henry.* There is a 
degree of mystery runs through the whole of God’s revealed word, but 
it is Hrs, and to be received with reverence, and believed with confidence, 
because it is His. It is to be searched with diligence, and com , and 
by God’s teaching, and the assistance of his sent servants, the child of 
God becomes mighty in the Scriptures. Let not mystery stagger you ; 
we are surrounded with mysteries, we ourselves are mysteries inexplica- 
ble. Nor let election stagger you: how small a part of God’s ways do 
we know or can comprehend! Rejoice that he has given you the heritage 
of his people; leave the rest to him. The judge of all the earth will 
do right.” Jesus took a little child and set him in the midstof the people, 
and said, “ Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye 
cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven.” Again; “ He that receiveth not 
the kingdom of Heaven as a little child, cannot be my disciple,” intima- 
ting with what simplicity and docility men ought to receive the Gospel. 
There are many promises made to the diligent searchers after truth_— 
“So shall ye know the Lord if ye follow on to know him.” “ The se- 
cret of the Lord is with them that fear him, and he will show them his 
covenant,” &c. Yet the highly enlightened Apostle Paul calls the 
Gospel a mystery, and godliness a mystery, and we now “ see darkly as 
through a glass, but then (in heaven) shall we see face to face ;” we 
now know but in part, but then shall we know as we are known. There- 
fore, while you use all diligenee, accompanied with prayer and the ex- 
positions of God’s faithful ministers, to understand every part of divine 
revelation, be neither surprised nor disheartened at the want of compre- 
hension, far less attempt to reduce it to human reason, as many have 
done, to their ruin. The Scriptures say, “ Vain man would be wise, 
though he be born like the wild ass’s colt.” “ The wisdom of the world 
is foolishness with God.” 
Believe me, dear Sir, 
Your Friend, 
IsaABELLA GRAHAM. 


REVIEW. 


A Biographical Memoir of Samuel Bard, M. D. LL. D. late President 
of the College bf Physicians and Surgeons of the University of the 

tate of New-York, &c. ¥c. with a critique upon his writings, read 
before the New-York Historical Society, August 14,1821. By Hen- 
ry Witu1AM Ducacuet, M. D. Philadelphia.—8vo. pp. 27. 


Ir is with sensations of delight that we witness those opportunities 
which the lapse of time is continually affording us, seized with avidity, 
to perpetuate the memory and the virtues of the great and good. 

In the memoir before us we see portrayed a character more difficult of 
attainment, perhaps, than any other—that of a wise, learned, polite, and 


* Scott had not then published his commentary. 
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pious physician. Let his fame, therefore, be cherished, and may his 
example be imitated by all of bis profession. 

Dr. Bard, our author informs us, was born at Philadelphia, in 1742, 
received his collegiate education at Columbia (then King’s) College, 
studied medicine with his father, and botany with Miss Jane Colden ; 
and in 1760 embarked for Europe in pursuit of more knowledge and 
greater attainments in his profession than this country could then afford 
him. We next find him in the hospitals of London, and shortly after in 
Edinburgh, then the great school of Medical Science for the whole civi- 
lized world. From this school ne was graduated in 1765; this same 
year he returned to New-York, and commenced the practice of his pro- 
fession, in which he obtained a celebrity unknown to any other man; 
and during his thirty-three years residence in this city enjoyed the unin- 
terrupted confidence of the community, and of his professional brethren. 
During that period he was instrumental in forming the first medical 
school established in this city, of which he held the most important pro- 
fessorship ; and is also said to have been the efficient instrument in 
procuring the establishment of the New-York Hospital, the New-York 
Dispensary, the City Library, and the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, of which he was President. 

Jn 1795 Dr. Bard resigned the cares of professional life, and retired to 
the county—until, prompted by his humanity at the time of “ the dread- 
ful epidemic of ’98, to that scene of desolation and terror,” in which he 
was active until compelled by sickness to retire. 

While in the country he zealousy engaged in the pursuits of Agricul- 
ture, and in 1806 was chosen President of the Dutchess County Agri- 
cultural Society. In 1811 he was elected an honorary member of the 
‘College of Physicians of Philadelphia, and in 1816 the degree of LL. D. 
was conferred upon him by Princeton College. 

“¢ Dr. Bard was never ambitious of such distinctions; he never sought 
them by courting the correspondence of distinguished men abroad, or by 
assuming a fictitious importance by pomp or parade at home.” 

He died at the advanced age of 79. 

It is not our object to follow our author through his delineation of the 
character of this worthy man—it is principally his religious character 
on which we wish to dwell; and could we, with the eye of faith, behold 
him where he nowis, we should no doubt be convinced of the reality 
that this part of his character was the one for which he counts it most 
worthy that he ever lived—it was that principle which enabled him to 
do so much while here, and which has fitted him for the enjoyment of 
the presence of his Maker throughout eternity. Believing as he did, how 
was it possible for him to act otherwise than as we are told he did when 
called to the dying bed of a fellow mortal; “to administer religious in- 
struction to the ignorant, and spiritual consolation to the distressed.” 
And although, at the present day, few physicians are willing to confess 
a disbelief in the sacred oracles of God—not one perhaps in a hundred 
directs the mind of his dying patient to the hopes and consolations there 
proffered, or points his fading sight to the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sins of the world. They are not, ’tis true, intrusted imme- 
diately with the spiritual concerns of their patients ; but how dread the 
responsibility in suffering one to depart without a saving knowledge of 
the truth, when in their power to enlighten the conscience. We should 
think that physician deserving the execration of society, who could per- 
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mit a fellow mortal to die, when by the exercise of his professional skill 
he might preserve his life ; yet of how infinitely less importance to the 
patient is such a neglect, than that when about to leave this world he 
should be permitted to depart without a knowledge of the way of salva- 
tion by Jesus Christ. In this practice Dr. Bard’s example is worthy of 
the imitation of all physicians, actuated by religious principle, and believ- 
ing practically in the precepts of the Bible—who have opportunity 
and ability of doing more good in society than any other class of men, on 
account of the frequency and intimacy of their visits. They could, ina 
measure, direct the minds of the children to the great object of their 
existence, restrain the vicious by moral influence, assisted by medical 
authority, and restore to virtue while restoring to health. 

Such admonitions, coming from a physician, who is supposed to know 
the exact state of the health of his patient, would, in many instances, 
have more weight than if they. proceeded from a clergyman, who might 
be supposed, by the nature of his office, to be required to give them on 
every occasion of indisposition. Not so with the physician ; on his part 
they are entirely gratuitous, and would appear to be what they ought 
always to be, the genuine emanations of a benevolent heart. But we 
cannot better conclude this appeal to the consciences of the medical 
profession, than by giving the character and the example of him who 
once stood at its head, as exhibited by our author. 


Accustomed froin early life to the best and most polished society, Dr. Bard always 
exhibited in his deportment and manners a perfect model of the accomplished gen- 
tleman. In the several relations of a son, a husband, a father, and a friend, he was 
a pattern of filial affection, of conjugal fidelity, of parental tenderness, and of un- 
wavering and ardent attachment. The moral virtues shone conspicuously in his 
character. His integrity and uprightness were proverbial. To say that a man was 
‘as honest as Dr. Bard,” was, in his neighbourhood, the very highest recommendation 
for stern and unbending integrity. He was charitable and liberal, almost to his own 
ruin. Indeed for several of the last years of his life, he appropriated almost the 
whole of his annual revenue to a benevolent purpose, reserving for himself scarcely 
a comfortable competency. 

But this was not all his character. Dr. Bard wasa CHRISTIAN. Nor was he a 
Christian in the vague sense in which this honourable name is applied by the world. 
He was not a mere speculative believer in the truth of Revelation ; he was not a mere 
respectful attendant upon the services and ordinances of the sanctuary; he did not 
view religion as a mere system of ethics, which might or might not be received, or 
which at most exacts nothing more than a decent conformity to the requirements of 
morality. His piety was of a much more sterling stamp; exhibiting in the affections 
of the heart, in the tempers ofthe mind, and in the conduct of the life, the sanctify- 
ing and practical power of Chrietian principle. 

I know thatit is fashionable for biographers to cant about the piety of those whose 
characters they portray; and to represent as the brightest ornaments of the Chris- 
tian name, men whose lives have not been remarked for more than common mo- 
rality, and actions to which a sense of honour, instinctive and unsanctified, may 
have prompted. But the fact is, education, habit, interest, and many other circum- 
stances, may develope the virtues of justice, and integrity, and compassion, and 
generosity in the human heart, and may even enkindle some feelings of superstitious 
reverence for religion ; and yet a man exhibiting all these traits of character, may 
not a in a single action of his life be actuated by a principle of loyalty and obe- 
dience to God, and may be an utter stranger to the radical principles of equity and 
benevolence. _Nay, a man may maintain an exalted character for strict justice, 
high honour, generous sensibility, and for every manly and etfulgent virtue ; and 
yet be as destitute of all claim to the title of a Christian, as the vilest profligate, 
whose life presents one disgusting mass of moral deformity, unredeemed and unre- 
lieved by a single amiable feature. 1! would not decry morality—it is useful, it is 
amiable, it is necessary to the well-being and the good order of society. But alone, 
and unconnected with holier principles, it is no more acceptable and meritorious in 
the sight of the Supreme Ruler and Judge of the world, than the constrained obe- 
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dience which a discontented subject may yield to the laws of his country, or the 
kindly offices which rebels may mutually interchange, can be to the authorities to 
whom they owe a duteous and cheerful loyalty. Religion is a divine principle, 
which enlightens the understanding to the comprehension of truths that unassisted 
reason could never have discovered ;—a principle which rectifies the waywardness 
of the will, and brings it into subjection to the law of God ;—a principle which re- 
claims and refines the corrupt propensities and passions of our nature, purifying the 
very thoughts and affections of the heart ;—a principle, in short, which renews and 
sanctifies the whole man, and, preparing him for the acceptable service of his Maker 
here, fits him for the blissful enjoyment of his presence hereafter. Such was the re- 
ligion of Dr. Bard, and such only can entitle him to a character for piety. 

Nor did his views of the nature and importance of religion, suffer him to rest 
satisfied with the possession of personal piety. No! He viewed religion as a con- 
) cern in which all mankind are interested, deeply and eternally interested. Ac- 
cordingly, we find him exerting all his influence to disseminate the Holy Scriptures, 
and to extend the benefits of the services of religion in his neighbourhood. We 
find him the ready patron of every scheme which Christian benevolence might de- 
vise for the promotion of religious knowledge, and of human happiness; and 
evincing that his labours of love did not proceed from ostentation and parade, by 
private exertions which could procure him no applause from men. Bible Societies, 
Missionary efforts, Sunday Schools, and the humbler attempts to diffuse religious 
instruction by Tracts, all found in Dr. Bard a prompt and zealous friend. 

He was one of those very few physicians who consider it a duty to admonish and 
advise their patients in their spiritual affairs. It was his constant practice to pro- 
cure, or to administer religious instruction to the ignorant, and spiritual consolation 
to the distressed. And, however indiscreet and officious communications of this 
kind may be considered by some, he has left upon record his testimony to their 
usefulness, and to the genera] good-will with which they are received. In not ona 
of the many manuscripts (in my possession) of his annual addresses to the gradu- 
ates in medicine, does he omit to recommend this practice ; and to enforce it by the 
assurance that during thirty years of professional life he had made it a uniform duty, 
and that he had very seldom regretted his conduct, having found such communica- 
tions to be generally acceptable, and never productive of injury to the sick. It is 
very much to be regretted that the example of this good physician is not more fre- 
quently imitated; and that medical men are so apt to disregard the eternal con- 
cerns of their patients, and to imagine that it is even necessary to divert their 
thoughts, as much as possible, from death and eternity. Such conduct is a crimi- 
nal neglect of a solemn duty; and betrays an insensibility as cruel as it is danger- 
ous to the best interests of those committed to their care. It was too Dr. Bard’s 
; practice to call the early attention of his patients to this important subject. Reli- 
; gious admonition, he properly thought, should not be deferred until all hope of re- 
covery is gone. This is not the best chosen period for religious instruction, or the 
one most favourable to its due effect upon the mind. It is not in the last moments 
of life, when the body is racked with pain, and the mind agitated and alarmed by 
the apprehensions of death; when a deadly stupor clouds the faculties, or the ima- 
gination flits in wild delirium from object to object and from thought to thought, 
that the mind can be brought to prepare itself for the awful transition which it is to 
undergo. Sickness is a season of reflection with most men, and naturally induces 
a docility of temper highly favourable to the reception of wholesome admonition. 
It is now that religious instruction and advice are most productive of effect. If de- 
layed till the last hours of life, they may serve indeed to awaken the alarms of the 
sick man, and to plunge him in despair ; but they can seldom benefit his soul. 
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ENGLAND.—Tracr Sociery. 
Monrtaiy Extracts ror Ocroser, 1821. 
From a Correspondent. 


On Monday morning, May 28, 1821, I took a place outside a coach, 
from L———,, to a town in L shire, distant about forty-five miles. 
As we were about to commence the last stage of the journey, I seated 
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myself on the coach-box, when, to my great mortification, I observed, 
that four convicts in irons were preparing to mount the roof immediate- 
ly behind the box. Not liking to be in the vicinity of such company, 
J vacated my seat ; and scrambled over the top of the coach, taking a 
seat behind, congratulating myself that I had been able to makeso timely 
a retreat from my former position. Scarcely had I sat down, when I 
discovered that the three persons in the dicky, directly in front of me, 
were in irons also. I would gladly have resumed my previous seat ; 
thinking it better to have felons at my back, than directly in front; but, 
on turning about, I perceived that another passenger now occupied the 
box, and no alternative was left, but to remain where I was, or to de- 
scend from the coach, and not to proceed to the place of my destination. 
I chose the former, and began to consider in what way I might derive 
some good to myself, or to be the instrument of doing a little good to my 
fellow travellers, with whom I had, very unexpectedly and unwillingly, 
become associated. 

The first feeling of my mind, after recovering from my bustle and 
surprise, was one of gratitude to God ; arising from the inquiry, “ Who 
maketh thee to differ”? It was not difficult to answer; I felt that I 
owed much to the providence of God for this difference, and still more 
to his grace. In a few moments, I looked at the convict who sat directly 
opposite to me ; he was better dressed than the rest, and there was an 
expression of thoughtfulness in his countenance, which led me to hope 
that he would favourably receive observations of a serious nature. I 
began the conversation, by observing, that I was very sorry to see him in 
that situation ; he thanked me in a very modest and humble manner. I 
then said, “ What a mercy it is, that though you have trans d the 
laws of your country, and must suffer the punishment which they de- 
nounce, yet you may come to a God of mercy, for pardon of that par- 
ticular offence, and for all the sins of your past life.” He replied, “ Yes, 
I feel that to be a mercy indeed /” 

As I cannot pretend to give in detail all the conversation that passed 
between us during the two hours we travelled together, suffice it to say, 
that it embraced every point of importance that concerns the salvation of 
perishing sinners ; and I have no hesitation in saying,—if ever I con- 
versed with a man, from whose spirit and conversation I had reason to 
conclude, that God had given him a new and contrite heart, such an one 
was this of whom I speak. More than this, I doubt not, may be safely 
added ; viz. that He, who is exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance and the remission of sins, had bestowed this double a 
on this poor convict, who was enabled to testify that he had peace wit 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I was agreeably surprised to find him so well acquainted with the 
Scriptures. On several occasions, he quoted, readily and correctly, 
those which were most pertinent to the particular subject on which we 
were conversing ; he had also learned several hymns while in prison, 
parts of which he repeated, particularly Cowper’s ;— 

‘6 There is a fountain filled with blood,” Xc. 
And, also, 


‘‘ Prayer was appointed to convey,” &c. 


He was quite the reverse of being forward to speak of his religious expe- 
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rience. On the contrary, there was a modesty and humility in all he 
said, particularly becoming his situation. He found no fault with his 
prosecutors, nor with his sentence, nor with any person ; he only found 
fault with himself. 

‘ But I must proceed to give an outline of his history, as he related it at 
my particular request. Several of the particulars have since been con- 
firmed by a respectable clergyman ; and of the truth of the remainder I 
have no doubt. 

He was born in L— shire, in 1793; his parents were in decent cir- 
cumstances, but made no profession of religion, except occasionally going 
tochurch. Ata suitable age he was apprenticed to a respectable uphol- 
sterer in L He soon became regardless of the Sabbath ; formed 
improper acquaintance, and, by degrees, gave himself up to various 
vices, and, among the rest, to profane swearing, and drinking to excess. 

Soon after the expiration of his apprenticeship he married ; but it does 
not appear that any permanently good effect was produced by the change. 
He continued his evil courses, till at length he committed a highway rob- 
bery, was apprehended, convicted, and sentenced to transportation for 
life. This took place about five years since. When he had been in 
New South Wales two years, he contrived to get on board a vessel bound 
to the East Indies, and, secreting himself in the hold till the ship was 
under weigh, escaped from his place of banishment. From the East 
Indies he got to the United States, and eventually returned to England. 
For some time he endeavoured to obtain employment in L , but 
without success ; he then returned to L , where his wife and child, 
and also his. parents, reside. From them he met with rather a cold re- 
ception; he became indifferent about himself, and, to use his own ex- 
pression, was beginning to grow wild again. Some person gave infor- 
mation of his return from transportation. He was apprehended, sent to 
prison, and shortly afterwards to L County Goal, where he was 
again convicted at last March Assizes. 

It does not appear, that, up to this period, any good effect had been 

roduced upon his mind by all the disgrace and punishment which he 

d endured. About two months after he had been in prison at L———, 
a fellow prisoner, whose name was L——, put a Tract into his hand, 
desiring him to read it; the title of it was, AN AppeaL To THE Heart. 
He read it; and it pleased that Divine Spirit, whose office it is to con- 
vince the world of sin, to make this Tract an appeal to his heart, and to 
make him deeply sensible of his condition as a guilty sinner. He began 
to pray, and to read his Bible, which had been given him by the Rev. 
Mr. B , the Minister of E Parish, who visited him in prison, 
previously to his last commitment to L Not long after this, be 
was visited by the Rev. Messrs. H and G , Clergymen of 
the Established Church, whose oft repeated visits and instructions were 
of great use in helping him forward in the knowledge of Christ and his 
salvation. 

After having been brought to feel the value of his own soul, he became 
concerned for the salvation of his fellow prisoners ; and L (the 
man who gave him the Tract) and himself, began to speak to such of 
them as they had access to, which they continued to do, notwithstanding 
much persecution and reproach, up to the period of their leaving 
prison. 
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When I met with the poor fellow, he was on his way to Portsmouth, 
with the rest, to be transported. L was not of this party, but was 
to follow the next day ; and it was expected they would go out together. 
I saw a copy of a letter written by the Rev. Mr. G——-—, in behalf of 
these two men, of whom he speaks in very decided terms, of his con- 
viction of their being turned from the error of their ways; and that, 
from their exemplary conduct in prison, they were entitled to every 
favour and indulgence that could be shown them consistently with their 
situation. 

I scarcely need add, that this stage of my journey, which, at its com- 
mencement, appeared so unpropitious, proved truly interesting and pro- 
fitable to myself. I felt it to be an occasion when I was providentially 
called to afford all the instruction, encouragement, and caution, which I 
was capable of giving. ‘The more I saw of the man, the more reason 
had I to admire the grace of Godin him. Instead of complaining of the 
persons who had been the cause of his second apprehension, he blessed 
God for it, being persuaded that it had been the means of saving him 
from destruction. He informed me, that he had acquired such a confirm- 
ed habit of swearing, that he thought, at one time, it was impossible he 
should be saved from this; but he now acknowledges, that, since the 
fear of God has possessed his mind, he finds it easy to abstain from taking 
his holy name in vain. In answer to an inquiry as to his enjoyment of 
the comforts of religion, he replied ; “ Yes, Sir; I thank God, I do en- 
joy a degree of peace which passeth all understanding ;—I would not ex- 
change my present situation for a kingdom.” 

It is perhaps the most curious, though the least important part of this 
little history, that the name of this poor fellow is the same as my own, J. 
C. He is however no kinsman of mine according to the flesh ; but, 
inasmuch as I believe him to be like myself, a sinner saved by grace, 
I have no hesitation in acknowledging him as a brother in Christ 
Jesus. 





































FRANCE.—Tue Pious Mounrarnerrs. 
LETTER FROM THE WIDOW 
Chateau de Bellevue pres Paris, August 10, 1821. 





Dear Sir, 

T am encouraged by your prompt insertion of my last, and by the in- 
terest which several correspondents have assured me it has excited, to 
request you will give a place in your valuable pages to the following let- 
ters, from the widow of St. , acknowledging the arrival of the 
books, which I stated to have been sent. | 

I am, dear Sir, Yours most truly, 
MARK WILKS. 
















To the Rev. G. Burder. 







Sir, and respectable friend and brother in our Lord Jesus Christ ; 


May our divine Redeemer give us all the grace to participate in his 
second coming, and may he deign to enlighten us with the beams of his 
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divine light, that we may avoid the snares spread on every side by the 
enemy of all gaod, to induce us to abandon the Lion Shepherd, ( Lion ber- 

ger,) who is the true pastor of our souls. In the hope of these blessings, 

we should mutually pray for each other, that we may all be children of 

the promise. 

It is impossible to describe the unutterable joy that my heart expe- 
rienced on the arrival of the box which you sent me. How agreeably 
was I surprised, at the sight of so many more copies of the New Testa- 
ment than I had requested, and of the other religious books which you 
and yourfriend M. had added; all of them more or less instructive 
and useful! I could not help reading over and over again the letters 
enclosed, which afford fresh proof of the desire of yourself and your 
friends to contribute to the advancement of the reign of our divine Re- 
deemer. It is with these sentiments that my family, myself, and all 
my dear friends, whom I regard as my brethren and sisters in Jesus 
Chrisi, request you to accept our humble and sincere thanks for the 
zeal and eagerness you have manifested, to send us all that might pro- 
mote our spiritual advancement, and especially for sending the Testa- 
ment of our Lord Jesus Christ; for all other religious books are but 
sketches or explanations, more or less extended, of that sacred, volume 
—the book par excellence. We entreat you to assure M, of our 
sincere respect and attachment, and all your friends, whom we esteem.as 
brethren and sisters in Christ, since they expect the final appearance of 
the Saviour, which seems to be at hand, and the object of which is the 
conversion and regeneration of the people of the promise. For it is not 
till after the regeneration of this people, beloved of God, that all the peo- 
ple of the earth shall unite to adore the Redeemer in spirit and in truth 
at Jerusalem. : 

Sir, and dear brother in our Lord Jesus, I cannot find words to express 
the satisfaction I experienced from the present you have made me, of a 
Bible containing the Old and New Testaments, and which you beg me 
to accept as a mark of your Christian affection. It was not necessary 
to have sent this truly religious present to convince me of the love 
which you feel for all your brethren in Christ; for the day I had the ho- 
nour and happiness to become acquainted with you, I had unequivocal 
proofs of your sentiments in that respect. I was the more gratified and 
edified by this mark of your regard, as it was my intention to have re- 
quested in my last letter some copies of the Old Testament; but I dared 
not execute my design, for fear of abusing your Christian complaisance 
and charity. The Old and New Testament, properly understood, are 
but one Testament; such is the connexion of the sacred books—for the 
New Testament is the key to the Old, and the Old the same to the New. 
{n innumerable passages of the Old ‘Testament, the death, birth, and glory 
of our divine Redeemer are announced, in terms more or less distinct. 
in reading the prophecies of Jeremiah and Isaiah, we perceive that those 
prophets spake of our Saviour as though they had lived with him on the 
earth. His second coming is also foretold in many passages, especially 
in the prophecies of Ezekiel and Daniel. 

‘To return to the box, which your Christian generosity and charity has 
sent: it has excited universal joy in the hearts of all our friends in this 
country. Immediately that they learnt the agreeable news, they flock- 
ed to see me, and to have the happiness and advantage of procuring the 
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Testaments of our Redeemer, and in less than five days the box was 
emptied. I gave copies of the gospel of St. Matthew to those who had 
not the satisfaction and consolation to procure a complete copy of the 
Testament. The whole was so soon distributed that many could have no- 
thing ; and there are also many who do not yet know of the arrival of the 
second box. I intend to lend the copy of the Testament, and of the 
other books, which I have reserved for myself, among our friends in the 
neighbourhood, who, by the grace of God, are of our sentiments, and 
consequently are disposed to make a holy use of them. Several of our 
friends have the same intentions, in order that the books we have may 
be as useful as possible. 

I believe I may assure you, in the presence of Him who sees the bot- 
tom of our hearts, that I have observed, to the letter, your instructions 
relative to the distribution of the Testaments. You will learn then, that 
I have disposed of fifteen copies, at four francs per copy, and I assure 
you I was much edified in receiving this money; for all those from 
whom I received it, gave it with a gayety of heart which it is impossible 
to describe ; some regretting that they had so often spent their money 
less profitably, and others desiring that they might always use it as suit- 
ably for the future. That which has most edified me is, that almost all 
our friends in this country subsist by hard labour ; for you know that for 
several years the price of work has considerably diminished. As for 
the other copies, I have distributed them to persons who could not pur- 
chase them, but who, through the mercy of our divine Saviour, hope and 
intend to make a holy use of the reading of the sacred book. 

As Ihope you will do me honour and the Christian kindness to ac- 
knowedge the receipt of this, I request you to inform me how I can remit 
you the sixty francs, which I am indebted to you for the fifteen New 
Testaments. As our brethren and sisters in Jesus Christ, who, by an 
effect of his grace altogether free and unmerited, look for his se- 
cond coming to salvation, are delighted and edified by the truly Chris- 
tian salutation which you have sent througli me; they desire me to ex- 
press their gratitude, and to request you to accept theirs in the same 
spirit. I unite with them in beseeching you and your respectable friend 
M. , and all your friends, not to forget us in your prayers to the Fa- 
ther of Lights, that he may give us grace to persevere in the same sen- 
timents, and grant us all the mercy to join the general assembly in the 
heavenly Jerusalem. Amen. Expecting that happy day, I intreat you 
to believe me your very humble servant and friend in Jesus Christ, 


The WIDOW 








SWEDEN.—Bis.e Sociery. 


Tue following extract from one of Dr. Pinkerton’s letters, we deem 
worthy of insertion; partly because it points out how great a scar- 
city of the Word of God still exists, and partly because it sug- 
gests a plan by which many poor persons may assist their neighbours 
nareetne a sufficient knowledge of letters to read the Bible for them- 
selves. 

“ Helsinborg, July 4, 1821. 


“ At Linkoping, I had an interesting interview with the present Arch- 
Vou. VIII. 55 
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bishop primate of Sweden, Dr. Rosenstein. His Eminence informed 
me that the diocese for which the Linkoping Society has been establish- 
ed, contains a population of upwards of 250,000 souls; that, after a 
special examination in every parish respecting the number of copies of 
the Holy Scriptures in circulation among the people, it had been found 
that the eighth soul only is in possession of a Bible or a Testament! 
What a melancholy result, that in this province, one of the richest in 
Sweden, seven persons out of eight should be found still destitute of the 
word of life. 

“To my inquiries relative to the proportion of the peasantry who are 
able to read, His Eminence replied, that it was rare to meet with an 
adult person among them who could not read; that when he was Dean, 
he recollected, that in two parishes belonging to his charge, and contain- 
ing 3700 souls, there was only one grown-up person found who could 
not read—a soldier ! 

“On my observing, that the regulations for educating the poor must 
be excellent which could produce such a general knowledge of letters 
among them, His Eminence, to my no little surprise, assured me, that 
the number of schools among the lower classes was very limited, and 
that this general ability to read was chiefly to be ascribed to the lauda- 
ble efforts of the peasantry to instruct each other; that the mother of 
the cottage family was usually the instructress of her offspring in the 
art of reading. He farther added, that there were in many parts of 
the country ambulating teachers, who went from village to village and 
kept school; here at three months, and there at four months, according 
to the encouragement they met with.” : 


PERSIA.—Henry Marryn. 


WE are happy to hear that the spirit of inquiry excited by the beloved 
Martyn still exists. A gentleman, recently returned from Persia, states, 
that when conversing with the Moolahs at Shiraz about his death, they 
spake of him “as too pure a spirit to stay here,” as “a good man ;” 
they said that they had proposed difficult questions to him, which at 
first he could not answer, though at last he answered them all, whilst he 
had proposed some questions to themselves which they had never yet 
been able to answer. It appears that Martyn’s Persian Testament is 
read secretly amongst them with great attention, but that a public perusal 
would be attended with danger. The gentleman to whom we are in- 
debted for this information states, that a missionary to the Jews, Arme- 
nians, or Nazarenes, might be safely sent among them, but that a direct 
mission to the Persians would not be tolerated at present ; in fact, it was 
proposed to answer Martyn’s arguments with the knife, and he was only 
saved by the interposition of Ali Jaffier, who represented him asa 
traveller who was only there for a little time, and who blamed the Moo- 
lahs, who excited him to speak by their questions. 


Ch. Guardian. 





~ Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


UNITED STATES.—Missions. 


From the Missionary Herald. 
American Board of Commissions for Foreign Missions. 


Tue twelfth annual meeting of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, was held in Springfield, Mass. at Masons’ Hall, 
Sept. 19th and 20th, 1821. 

Present, the Hon. John Treadwell, LL. D.; Rev. Joseph Lyman, 
D. D.; Hon. John Hooker; Hon. John C. Smith; Rev. Jedediah 
Morse, D. D.; Rev. Alexander Proudfit, D. D.; Hon. William Reed ; 
Rey. Leonard Woods, D. D.; Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D. LL. D.; 
Rev. Henry Davis, D. D.; Jeremiah Evarts, Esq.; Rev. William Al- 
len, D. D. 

The session was opened with prayer by the Vice President ; and, on 
the second day, by the Rev. Dr. Woods. 

A letter was. communicated from the Rev. Dr. Miller, of Princeton, 
N. J. expressing his regret that he was unable to attend the meeting ; 
and also letters from the Rev. Josiah Pratt, of London, the Rev. Dr. 
Carey, of Serampore, and the Rey. T. Thomason, of Calcutta, ex- 
pressing an acceptance of their appointment as Corresponding Mem- 
bers. 

The report of the Treasurer, for the last year, was exhibited, 


At 2 o’clock, P. M. the Board attended er worship, when a ser- 


mon was delivered to a numerous and highly respectable audience, by 
the Rev. Dr. Morse, from Ps. ii. 8. Ask of me, and I shall give thee 
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
formthy possession. ‘The first prayer was offered by President Allen, 
and the concluding prayer by the Rev. Dr. Woods. 

The reading of the Annual Report of the Prudential Committe oc- 
cupied the greater part of the first day. 

On the second day, the committee on the subject of Corresponding 
Secretary reported: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it is not expedient, at present, to elect any man as 
Corresponding Secretary of this Board, with a view to his being em- 
ployed permanently in that office; and that it be recommended that the 
Treasurer be chosen Corresponding Secretary for the present year, and 
that he be authorized, under the direction of the Prudential Committee, 
and at the expense of the Board, to engage such assistance in the offices 
of Secretary and Treasurer, as shall be found necessary. 

The Annual Report being completed, 

Resolved, That the report of the Prudential Committee be accepted 
and approved. 

The Rev. Joshua Bates, D. D. President of Middlebury College, 
Vermont, Samuel Hubbard, Esq. of Boston, and tle Rev. Warren Fay, 
of Charlestown, Mass. were unanimously, by ballot, elected members 
of the Board. 

The Rev. Dr. Morse, having given up his charge at Charlestown, 
Mass. and removed to New-Haven, Conn. requested not to be consi- 


dered as a candidate for re-election as a member of the Prudential 
Committee. 
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The Board then proceeded to the choice of the following officers, by 
ballot : 

The Hon. John Treadwell, LL. D. President. 

The Rev. Joseph Lyman, D. D. Vice-President. 

The Hon. William Reed, 

The Rev. Leonard Woods, D. D. 

Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Prudential Committee. 

Samuel Hubbard, Esq. and 

The Rev. Warren Fay, 

Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Corresponding Secretary. 

The Rev. Calvin Chapin, D. D. Recording Secretary. 

Jeremiah Evarts, Esq. Treasurer, and 

Ashur Adams, Esq. Auditor. 

Resolved, That any Clergyman, on paying Fifty Dollars, and any 
layman, on paying One Hundred Dollars, at any one time, shall have 
the privilege of attending the meetings of the Board, and of assisting in 
its deliberations as honorary members, but without the privilege of voting; 
this latter privilege being restricted, by the Act of Incorporation, to 
members elected by ballot. 

The Rev. Dr. Proudfit being, by previous appointment, the preacher 
at the next annual meeting, the Rev. Dr. Moore was chosen to preach 
in case of his failure. 

The vouchers ot the Treasurer’s report were’ presented as complete, 
with the certificate of the Auditor, and the report was accepted. 

The committee appointed to consider what measures ought to be taken 
to testify the respect of the Board for the memory of the Rev. Dr. 
Worcester, their late Corresponding Secretary, made report: Where- 
upon, 

Sealed: That the members of this Board deeply feel the afflieting 
bereavement, which they have recently experienced in the removal of 
their beloved friend and associate, the Rev. Dr. Worcester, -who, from 
the origin of the Board, took an active and very useful part in its deli- 
berations, and, during a period of eleven years, devoted his best powers 
to its interests. ‘They desire to enter on their records an affectionate 
testimony to the patience, disinterestedness, zeal, and fidelity, with which 
he discharged the duties of Corresponding Secretary of the Board, and 
a member of the Prudential Committee. They would mingle their 
tears with those of the bereaved family on this mournful occasion ; and 
would offer their tender condolence, while they point to those sources of 
consolation which the Gospel affords, and by which the soul of their 
departed friend was sustained in his last hours. 

Resolved, That the Prudential Committee be requested to erect, in 
the burying ground of the mission at Brainerd, a suitable monument to 
the memory of the deceased, with an inscription expressing the high re- 
gard which the members of the Board entertain for his excellent cha- 
racter and invaluable services. 

Resolved, That the Recording Secretary be requested to transmit a 
copy of the foregoing resolutions to the widow of the deceased. 

Resolved, That the next annual meeting of this Board be holden in 
New-Haven, Connecticut, on Thursday next after the 2d Wednesday of 
Sept. 1922, at 9 o’clock, A. M. and that the Rev. Dr. Morse, the Rev. 























The Jews. 437 


Dr. Chapin, and the Rev. Mr. Merwin, be a committee of arrangements 
for that meeting. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be presented to those friends 
of the missionary cause, who have, in the most Christian manner, at 
their monthly concerts, united their alms with their prayers. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be presented to all societies, 
churches, and individuals, who have contributed to the funds of this in- 
stitution, for their donations to carry into effect the grand designs of 
Christian benevolence. 

Resolved, ‘That the Board gratefully acknowledge the liberal and sea- 
sonable patronage continued during the year past, by which the pressure 
on the funds has been greatly relieved, and an assurance given, that the 
interests of the American churches in efforts to evangelize the heathen 

world, is still increasing. 


For the Christian Herald. 
SOUTH CAROLINA.—Tue Jews. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Charleston, S. C. to the Rev. 
Mr. Frey. 


Charleston, S. C. Sept. 26, 1821. 
Rev. anp Dear Sir: 

AN opportunity now offers of renewing that acquaintance by corres- 
pondence which I once enjoyed personally. The cause of the Jews, 
which you have, since your conversion, so zealously espoused, has enga- 
ged at different periods, much of my thoughts, and had I been placed in 
other circumstances in life, I should have considered it my privilege to 
have engaged in some active duties here, connected with those plans 
which are considered necessary preparatory measures to their restoration 
to the covenant of promise. My situation is my excuse ; but humble as 
it is, it appears to me the time has arrived, when such an individual 
may aid in drawing the attention of those who have it in their power, to 
this important subject. 

Having, as 1 humbly trust, an ardent desire to consecrate the remain- 
der of the few days which I may be permitted to live in this world, to 
the glory of my Heavenly Father, I have had much of my thoughts occu- 
pied in surveying the present state of the nations of the world, and in 
noticing the “ signs of the times,” as regards the Jews ; and after read- 
ing the accounts of the great operations which are successfully going fot- 
ward on the Continent, I have often been astonished that nothing was 
done in conformity with the “ signs of the times” in this country. 

My heart has often burned, on surveying the present interesting state 
of the Christian world, and I thought I felt, in some measure, the value of 
the immortal soul ; and that I would give worlds, were they at my com- 
mand, for conversion of the heathen world. Ihave occasionally endea- 
voured to influence others to feel for the house of Israel. 

{The writer here transcribes an article from the ‘iti He Intelli- 
gencer, which gives a sketch of the labours of the Jews’ Society on the 
Continent, which we have already noticed. ] 

The situation of the sons of Abraham, is in some respects interesting, 
and indicates results favourable to Christian effort. ‘The followingis an 
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extract of a letter from a clergyman, dated Wateree Circuit, S. C. Au- 
gust, 8, 1820 :— 

There are two families of Jews in this Circuit whom I have visited 
several times. Since I last visited them, two of their daughters have 
been converted to the christian religion. 

The following circumstances are worthy of notice. The mother sent 
them one day to the spring house for milk; a servant happening to be 
there at the time, the girls gave her the milk to carry to the house, and 
then retired to the woods to pray. They were not long at prayer be- 
fore they began to cry aloud for mercy, so that they were heard at the 
house. ‘The mother of the girls and one of the sisters, hearing the noise, 
came to the place where the children were at prayer. ‘The Lord seemed 
to touch their hearts also, for they did not oppose them. The father of 
one of the girls, also hearing the noise, came to the place, and heard the 
child praying that Christ would have mercy on her and on her unbe- 
lieving father. This enraged him ; as he could not brook the idea that 
his child should believe Jesus to be the Christ. He picked up a stick to 
beat her, but as he approached the child, he became so entangled in a 
grape vine, that it was some time before he extricated himself. The 
mother of the girls took them to the house, and locked them up in a room, 
to shelter them from the rage of the father. ‘They were threatened by 
him, that if they persisted in praying to Christ, he would put them to 
death. The children replied, “ We will pray if you do kill us!” They 
have since united themselves to the church, and we expect two more to 
do so the next time of preaching there. 

The following encouraging instances have come within my own 
knowledge, and that of my immediate acquaintances : 

During my connexion with a Sabbath school in this city, two female 
children of Jewish parentage, attended it with tle approbation of their 
mother, and with great delight recited lessons from the Old Testament, 
and heard explanations from their teachers, which directed their atten- 
tion to the New. Their attendance was continued for a length of 
time. 

On a more recent occasion, three Jewish children have attended two 
different day schools, in which exercises on religious subjects formed a 
part of their plan of instruction; and these, though opposed in the first 


‘mstance by the parents, were permitted to continue to recite exercises 


on religious subjects through their own solicitation. 

At the present time a pious lady of my particular acquaintance has 
two Jewish children under her care, who are required to recite lessons 
from the Bible. She tells me that these two children are very attentive 
when other scholars recite from the New-Testament, and particularly so 
to the explanations given by the teachers. 

A more encouraging instance is the hopeful conversion of a Jewish 
female to the Christian faith. Her attention was first called up by sick- 
ness. In her anxiety about her eternal welfare, she made many inquiries 
of a mulatto woman, who was in communion with a christian church, 
and through her means others were introduced to her, better able to point 
out the way of restoration through the merits of a crucified Redeemer. 
A clergyman who had conversed with her, informed me some time since, 
that hers was a case of undoubted conversion ; that she was much per- 
secuted by her Jewish acquaintances, but that she remained unmoved. 
Another of the same family is in a tender state of mind. 
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Now, Rev. Sir, is there not reason to rejoice, that there is one instance 
of special mercy manifested towards the children of Abraham; and 
should you not consider this alone, as a loud call, to endeavour to adopt 
some measures which shall tend to remove the veil from their darkened 
understandings? If I express any ardour on this subject, it is because I 
feel a desire that you should direct some share of your labour in behalf 
of your kinsmen, according to the flesh, in this place. ‘There are many 
Jews here, how many I have not the means of ascertaining. To you it 
seems to belong to form pians for meliorating their condition ; and if I 


can be instrumental in aiding you, surely I shall not withhold my hum- 
ble services. 


Any papers or information on this subject will be thankfully received, 
and such parts selected as will be most likely to excite an interest in fa- 
vour of the cause of the Jews. 


Jam, Rey. and Dear Sir, Your ob’t serv’t. 


CIVIL RETROSPECT, 
For November, 1821. 


FOREIGN. 


' Turkey.—No particular information has been received since our last, to vary 
the aspect of affairs between Russia and Turkey. The probability of war seems 
diminished, and a general impression prevails, that the Turks will so far comply 
with the demands of Russia as to prevent a bloody war, and that the menace of 
the Emperor of Russia will accomplish the only objects of the war—re- 
dress for the past and security for the future. Toleration to Christians will in 
some shape, we think, grow out of the present crisis, and an opening be made for 
the entrance of Christianity. 

Spain.—Very interesting information has, within two or three months, been re- 
ceived from Spain, although the accounts are in some degree contradictory. There 
is, however, great reason to believe that country to be in an alarming state of dis- 
sention, approaching to anarchy ;—robbers in Jarge bands infest various parts of 
the country, assassinations occur in various places, and with considerable frequen- 
cy; Madrid is subject to most alarming disorders, and every thing seems to indi- 
cate great weakness in the government, and a want of subordination in the mass of 
the people. The state of the country seems to be not at all settled, andthe probabili- 
ty appears to us very considerable, that Spain will not be quieted until after con- 
vulsions more serious than it has yet experienced. The late revolution in that 
country, so complete as to change almost the whole face of their institutions, ‘and 
SO quiet as to excite general astonishment, seems, however to have generated or 
unchained a spirit not wholly unlike that with which France was seourged.. And 
we cannot omit here to notice the difference between a revolution founded in the 
habits, feelings, and principles of a nation, and one arising from merely political 
plans. The revolutionin this country was of the former kind; that of Spain of 
the latter: the consequence of the former may be seen in our happy condition; 
that of the latter in the state of Spain and her revolted colonies. [In these coun- 
tries, the Inquisition has so entirely kept down all religious information and dis- 
cussions, and upheld the machinery of the Catholic system with so fearful a ven- 
geance, that no religious principle seems left to leaven the mass of society, or to 
secure either correct views and moderate measures with the reformers, or obedience 
in the body of the people. And, as is too generally the case in Catholic countries, 
where a long denied liberty of discussion is prematurely established in advance of 
the moral and religious improvement of the nation, religion, known only through 
the restraints of Popery, and government, seen only in the crimes of despotism, are 
alike misunderstood ; and it is an easy task, not often neglected by the ill-designingy 
to make the former despised and the latter hated. Such, we fear, is the operation 
of the late revolution upon Spain: and if this be true, we have reason to fear that 
the evils experienced by that country will be progressive. Besides, as Christian 
politicians, we cannot forget our belief that national sins will meet with national 
chastisement; and when, with this truth in view, we think of the cruel tyranny 
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over the consciences of men, which has been exercised by means of tle inquisition ; 
the atrocious and cruel murders so long continued and so frequently practised to 
suppress the truth, miscalled heresy; the extent to which that country has carried 
on and sanctioned the slave-trade, and the cruelty of her conduct in the conquest 
and government of her American dominions, we cannot but expect to see her visited 
with national calamities;—and, whether the instruments of punishment be the 
plague, or foreign wars, or domestic dissentions, we must recognise the hand of him 
who says, “‘ vengeance is mine, I will repay.” 

The Crops.—All the excitement or alarm, concerning the failure of the har- 
vest in Europe, is subsided, and the prospect of their usual state of plenty seems 
certain. 

DOMESTIC. 


New Constitution.—The Convention of the people of this state, appointed to re- 
vise their constitution of government has risen, and the result of their labours is in 
every one’s hands. Many alterations have been made, about which various opi- 
nions are entertained; about some no difference can well exist. It is provided in 
the amended constitution that lotteries shall be abolished, and that the common 
school fund shall be placed on a permanent footing above all attacks. The amend- 
ed constitution contains a provision whereby amendments may hereafter be made, 
if found necessary. This important provision seems to us to make all the altera- 
tions, except one or two, of little importance, but gives these an importance which 
can hardly be realized. These are, the extension of the right of voting to a very 
large class of our population, and the additional power and control over the whole 
government of the state given to the Legislature. It is easy to.s¢e that the whole 
merit of the new constitution depends upon our views, as to the excellence or infe- 
riority of these cardinal provisions. For by them, the whole of what is considered 
valuable in the new constitution may be destroyed, or al] that is injurious speedily 
done away. It lies not within our province to discuss the merits of these things, but 
we cannot omit pressing it upon the conscience of every one who can vote on tbis sub- 
ject, that he do not do it hastily, but that, after the most serious, patient, and pray- 
erful consideration, he make up his mind, and do his duty accordingly, remembering 
that no more important interests were ever confided to the decision of the votes of 
the people than are now to be pronounced on. We would particularly deprecate 
a notion which some good men have, as to the impropriety of their interference 
in political matters. If it were of no consequence to religion whatthe government is, 
or if the temporal welfare of men were not a proper object of religious regard, we 
might acquiesce in the proposition that religious men were not called to take part 
in political affairs ; but considering as we do, the corruption of human nature, and 
the active subtlety of wickedness, we do not know a worse principle in our merely 
moral conduct than the one in question. Nor do we know of any more important 
duties which fall upon us as respects our relations with men, than those which de- 
volve upon us as members of society in the various capacities in which we may, to 
a greater or less extent, influence the government of the country. 

Piracies.—Since our last, our cruizers in the West India Seas have captured se- 
veral of the pirates which have so long annoyed our commerce, and we hope that a 
check has been given to this alarming and extensive evil. Atrocities have been 
lately committed on the highway of the world, which have jeopardized the lives of 
those whose business lay upon the great waters, and threatened the great interests 
of commerce with the most disastrous consequences. We therefore unite in the 
general hope, that the sword of justice will light upon the guilty, that wrongdoers 
may be deterred from a repetition of their misdeeds. But when we think of the 
temptation presented by the great wealth constantly on the ocean, the want of re- 
ligious principle, which, to so great an extent, has characterized the maritime 
world, and of the hope of concealment for crimes committed in the solitude of the 
vast waste of waters, we fear that the sword of justice alone will not be able to reach 
the source of the evil; moral measures must be generally adopted through the civi- 
lized world, by which the citizens of the great empire of waters may all be imbued 
with religious principles; no remedy short of this will wholly prevent the evil; 
and therefore do we see the consistency and propriety of conduct of those, who, 
with a view to temporal interests merely, are employing themselves in procuring for 
seamen the benefits of religious instruction, and spreading among them the words of 
eternal life ; and those who, through a miserable economy, or a more pitiable avarice, 
are doing nothing on these subjects but counting the cost, will perhaps be convinced 
that had they spent the thousands which shall be plundered by pirates, at the ex- 
pense, perhaps of lives, in the support of religious institutions for the benefit of sea- 
men, they would haye been much richer as well as wiser. 

Nov, 30, 1821, 
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They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 


works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unte the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. 
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For the Seaman’s Magazine. 


A DAY’S WORK AT SEA MORALIZED.* 


Written by a Minister for the Improvement of Capt. P. S., on his 
Voyage to the East-Indies, with a Request to the Captain not to 
open the Paper until he had been three Weeks at Sea. 


Now, my dear Sir, you may be far from the immediate embraces of 
your friends, but the arms of your omnipotent Immanuel surround you. 
The liquid horizon attracts your eye, and gives you the most striking 
emblem of the Immense Supreme! When you trod his hallowed courts, 
his glory shone upon your soul; and here the watery worlds proclaim 
the grandeur of your Lord. Safe in his hand, and happy in his breast, 
may you remain, and plough the briny deep. Soon may you return, and 
speak the praise of HIM who, through calms and tempests, brings his 
people to their desired haven. Psa. cvii. 23—31. 

You’re sad, my friend; come, take a chair, and let’s converse. Who 
so happy as the man that, while sailing o’er life’s tempestuous ocean, 
hath God to be his guide? Retirement is an aid to true devotion ; it 
drops a kind of curtain, and in a measure hides the busy scenes of time, 
while we converse with God. Certainly you have an advantage on the 
seas, unfelt, if not unknown, to us on land; you are immediately, and 
more sensibly dependent on him whom winds and seas obey. Ever un- 
certain, you cast your anchor in your Father’s breast. ‘The winds, you 
learn, are a part of his treasure, and in awful majesty he rideth upon 
their wings. Raging storms and bellowing tempests are but the voice 
of God. Now he speaks with terrible majesty, and casts the foaming 
deep to mountains’ height—anon, his milder voice is heard ; the gentle 
gale springs up, and fills the pendant sheets, and peace sits smiling on 
the humble wave.. This, how charming! how welcome to the mind, 
which, from the storm without, felt greater storms within! But this 
God is yours, your Father and your Friend, ‘Though storm and tem- 
pest rage, and all the sea be foam, may you be perfect calm, and leave 
yourself, your friends, your all with him. 

Captain, let’s take a walk on deck, ’tis near sunrise: How serene 
the morning! the filthy fog hath retired to give us leave to see the sun; 
—see, his beams appear and gladdenevery wave. He seems to tinge 
the sea with galden hue, and pour his rays through all the sky.—What 
earthly monarch ever rose so bright? Yet Sol is but a faint resemblance 
of Israel’s King; that King, whose wide domain shall reach to yonder 
eastern clime, Soon may he send his heralds there to sound his precious 


* First published in “ The Christian’s Pocket Library,” 1796. 
Vou. VIII. 56 
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name; soon may he hear that east unites with north, and south, and 
west, and all the globe proclaim the Saviour’s love! Who can tell, 
Captain? you see the sun arise and strike his rays around; perhaps 
the Saviour, too, may now arise, with healing in his beams, and save 
the heathen race! Go, go, speed your way, and bring the happy news. 

Heave the log—let’s see the book—adjust the points, and know our 
course. So far advanced, yet, ah! how much /ee-way/ So is our life. 
How swift we move, but seldom keep our course! Amazing! so much 
lee-way and waste time is gone. I look back, but see the wake is 
closed; my minutes, days, and years, are mingled with the flood. O 
thou Heavenly Pilot! so teach me to number my fleeting days, that I 
may apply my heart unto wisdom. Psa. xc. 12. 

Boy, bring coffee! Still our floating habitation affords us pleasing 
food. Heaven bless the poor on land, and kindly feed the souls that 
famish on the seas! Take away, boy ;—hand the chart, compass, and 
scale ;—thanks to the artist for his skill in pointing out the pathless sea. 
Let us now survey our course, prove our log, and see what rocks and 
shoals are nigh. So let us take the precious Book of God, that carr 
DIVINE; My FAITH a compass, and my HEART a scale ; with these let 
me find the way that leads to perfect bliss. How many heedless mor- 
tals, like the lazy seaman, never view their track till, running on the 
rocks or shoals of vice, they are plunged into wo! See, Captain, de- 
picted on your chart your destined port / how minutely it is laid down! 
yet, not more certain than is the harbour of eternal rest in God’s most 
sacred page. O let me have my heaven in view; my days shall then be 
bliss, nor cares shall rob my heart! Come, thou celestial winds, fill my 
sails, and I shall speed my way to yonder happy shore, and see my God, 
my Father, and my Friend! 

’Tis almost twelve o’clock ;—boy, hand up my quadrant! How 
fine the horizon—how clear the sun! What wisdom God hath given to 
man to form an instrument like this !—so simple in itself !—so useful on 
the seas! By this we prove our Jog and ascertain our course. May 
you, dear Sir, by faith, behold the exalted Sun of righteousness—by him 
confirm your hope, and regulate your life. 

Take the quadrant, boy, and bring on deck the cherry-rum, the bis- 
cuit, and the cheese! Every creature of the Lord is good when not 
abused. Come, mates, let’s take a cheering glass ;—the vessel seems to 
heel, to disappoint our lips—well, ’tis sailor’s fare! See how yonder 
shark heaves his fins, to make us sport. The dolphin, too, see, he cuts 
the wave, and darts to catch his flying prey. How pleasant is the 
scene! No verdant fields, nor shady groves are here—those we leave 
for friends at home. Hark! what horrid oaths belch from yonder 
Jack-tar’s mouth !—little does he think on what a slender thread he 
hangs over Hell’s yawning deep. Tis habit, sure;—go, Captain, go 
give him kind reproof—a sailor’s heart may feel. Wear ship !—stand 
to the halyards—all ready—about she goes !—make fast, my lads ! 

Captain, hear the boy ;—“It is one o’clock, and dinner waits.”— 
How fine and mellow is this beef ;—excellent cider ;—how profusely is 
our table spread! Boy, hand some glasses! One glass to our owners, 
and one to all our absent friends. *Tis fine Madeira ; it warms and re- 
freshes as it goes. A few nuts to crack and pick, and then we'll walk 
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again on deck. Alas! no news to-day. Poor Jose Wetmore* goes 


round in vain for us. 

The night draws on—the sun begins to fall; clear he bids us all fare- 
well! O may I, when spent my days, set like the sun, nor cloud possess! 
The moon appears, and o’er the deep her silver mantle throws. Thanks 
to that ALmicuty Lorp who formed the sun to rule the day, and moon 
to give us light by night. The stars now set, and bespangle the canopy 
of Heaven ;—how truly grand! But, ah! how faint are these rolling 
flames when once compared to the righteous throng above! Redeemed 
from sin and death by Jesus’ precious blood, they stand before the throne 
of God, and celebrate his praise. Great King of heaven, and earth, 
and seas! O bring my soul to that delightful place, where I shall sing 
thy boundless praise, when suns shall rise and set no more ! 

Call the watch! Put out your lights below! Well, dear Captain, 
thanks for my entertainment to-day. If you wish to have an hour’s 
chat to-morrow, let your cabbin-boy hand you this paper. Good night, 
Captain—good voyage—farewell ! 

Joun STANFORD. 


PORT OF LONDON SOCIETY 


FOR PROMOTING THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF SEAMEN. 
Summary of the third Annual Report, May, 1821. 


(Concluded from p. 350.) 


From our Hull correspondent, the committee take leave to present some extracts. 
Having transinitted the publications of this Society thither, a benevolent friend 
wrote in February last, to inform the Secretaries, that there appeared a general 
wish for the establishment of an Ark there. Occasional meetings for prayer and 
preaching were then held on board ships, and ‘it is hoped,” said he, ‘ the spirited 
and praiseworthy example you have set us will be fully adopted here.” On this 
occasion, ‘lie says, ‘* Nearly all the prayer books are sold, and seem to give great 
satisfaction. 1 sincerely hope, the crews of those vessels which possess them, will 
find eternal benefit from their regular use. On board of many of the Green- 
land and Davis’ Straits ships, which sail from this port, regular worship is maintain- 
ed, at least, as far as possible, and in some instances prayer meetings have been 
held amongst the seamen, and have, it is hoped, been productive of benefit. Many 
of the Captains are well disposed to this good work, and some decidedly so. The 
prayer books are exactly the things we have lpng wished for. There is now pretty 
regularly divine worship on board of ships in this port on the Sabbath, and many 
pleasing testimonies to the interest and good order among the seamen, have been 
given. It is to be hoped, that a Floating Chapel will not long be wanting at Hull, 
as an increasing interest for the welfare of this valuable class of men prevails 
amongst us.” 

At Liverpool, seamen have attended public worship in very considerable num- 
bers ; and the preaching of the Gospel appears to have been highly conducive to 
their moral improvement. 

Within the last week, the committee received information, that a commodious 
room had been taken in the immediate vicinity of the Docks, for the double purpose 
of a place of worship and a school for seamen and their boys ; in both of which de- 
partments there is prospect of great utility. 

The most praiseworthy exertions have been made in America, and have been 
crownel with great success. Places of worship for seamen have already been 
opened at New-York, Philadelphia, Charleston, and Boston. In the last year, the 
Committee of this Society forwarded their publications, and a plan of the Chapel, to 
New-York, and the secretary of a vigorous and efficient Society, in that city, has 


* The news-carrier. 
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transmitted a pleasing account of the Mariners’ Church there. He says, ‘«So much 
in favour is our Mariners’ Church here, that the clergy of all denominations cheerful- 
ly render ustheir gratuitous aid, and so catholic are the principles on which we pro- 
ceed, that our pulpit is supplied by ministers of almost all the different denomina- 
tions of Christians. 

“We are much pleased with the Manual of Devotion, and contemplate the re- 
publication ofit when our means shall be adequate.* 

*It will be gratifying to us, that it should be notified from the pulpit of the Lon- 
don Ark, that British Seamen will ever be welcome to the Mariners’ Church. We 
have often had the pleasure to witness the attendance of crews of the British pack- 
ets, and various British merchantmen.” 

In noticing the great efforts making in America, and directing your reflection to 
the extracts just quoted from the Secretary of the New-York Mariners’ Society, the 
Committee cannot forbear remarking, how closely these works of faith and labours 
of love, unite believers of every nation under heaven to each other, even in bonds of 
of the most intimate union—bonds which distance cannot possibly dissolve; and 
they are persuaded, that this meeting will participate in the joy they feel, that be- 
yond the waters of the Atlantic, ‘‘ brethren in the faith and patience of Jesus,” 
exult in the extending diffusion of his benignant influences. 

The Committee have already reported that the number of vessels in which devo- 
tional meetings are held, is progressively and greatly augmenting. This is exem- 
plified by the increasing demand for the ‘¢ Seaman’s Devotional Assistant,” which 
the Committee continue to sell at cost price, and which is highly prized wherever it 
has been adopted. They suggest, that persons resident in seaports, may facilitate 
its introduction to their vessels by a personal request. In some instances, where 
private individuals have done so, the books have been received and purchased very 
thankfully. 

A worthy minister, returning to his native land from a distant part of the globe, 
was highly delighted when the crew informed him, that, in the river Thames, they 
had a Chapel of their own; and they spoke with the liveliest tokens of gratitude of 
the compassionate regard which had been developed to promote their moral and 
eternal welfare ; entreating him tocome and preach to them at their Chapel. 

Devotional meetings are very numerous in vessels on the River; and the attend- 
ance of seamen, at places of worship on shore, is continuing to increase. 

Amongst the auditors, on one occasion, two destitute foreigners were observed, 
and attracted the notice of some of the Committee. They were found to be na- 
tives of Owyhee, cast upon the benevolence of this country by a series of adverse 
events. Piety and benevolence proceed hand in hand, and these poor unen- 
lightened heathens are now placed where they will be instructed in the Eng- 
lish language, and in the Christian religion, and probably afterwards be sent to their 
native island. May it please Him whose providential eye has watched over them 
through many dangers, to over-rule for spiritual and eternal good their apparently 
casual visit to the British shore. 

[Our extracts from this interesting report have already grewn to a considerable 
length, but we cannot close them without presenting to our readers the following 
appeal in behalf of seamen. 

Christians !—The cry which is stit] heard from many sailors, ‘‘ No man careth 
for our souls”—is loud and piercing. May it vibrate in your ears, and, agitating 
many a wise and pious heart, give them no rest, till not only this port but every 
other port at which they toueh, whether in this country or in foreign lands, shall be 
blessed with a fervent and enlightened ministry; till every crew shall exclaim : 
** How beautiful are the feet of those who publish the Gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things !” 

The anxiety of seamen to listen to the word of life—the attention which is now 
so extensively excited to their eternal interests—and the generous and disinterested 
zeal with which the ministers of the Sanctuary have offered to point out to them 
the way of salvation—all—all should stimulate you; and pointing to this interest- 


* The reader of “The Sabbath at Sea,” published in our last two numbers, will be forcibly im- 

with the great utility of the “ Devotional Assistant,” so often referred to in this report. 

n at sea, especially, this little volume will be found a most useful Vade Mecum for the pious 

CG n. It may be reprinted at asmall expense, and it is hoped that some who read this will be 
induced to make a contribution to the Society for that purpose. 

Subscriptions for this, or the general purposes of the Society, will be received by R. Daven- 

port, Esq. Treasurer, corner of Peck-slip and Front-street, or at the office of the Christian Herald 

and Seaman’s Magazine. 
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ing class of our fellow subjects, seem to say, ‘Come, for all things are now ready” 
—‘*Cast your bread upon the WATERS, for it shall be found after many days.” 

Within only a few months, the toils and dangers of a maritime life have been 
manifested to us by the most forcible representation :—Multitudes of our country- 
men have perished in a watery grave by calamities the most heart-rending, scarcely 
precedented in frequency, and attended, in some instances, with almost unexampled 
horror; and in a foreign port 3000 souls are said to have perished during the con- 
tinuance of one gale. In this instance, indeed, there were peculiar tokens of the 
sovereignty of that Being whose laws cannot be violated with impunity; never- 
theless it strikingly indicates the precariousness of the sea.* 

Deeply impressed with these and other circumstances, the Committee ask, with 
importunity, is it not important to redeem the character of being vicious and im- 
moral, which, till recently, our sailors have borne in all quarters of the globe? 
Is it not important that we redeem our own characters, in the eyes of the nations, 
from the awful charge under which we have lain for so many centuries ; of suffering 
those who have formerly been the brave defenders of our country, to drop by hun- 
dreds into an unseen world; unacquainted with a renewing spirit—with atoning 
blood? Is it not momentous to imbue those with a sense of religion, who may dif- 
fuse its savour from East to West—from North to South—and who will thus be- 
come the living epistles of Christ, and be literally known and read of all men ? 

The Committee would ask, should not every Christian be in some sense a preach- 
er of righteousness—saying to all the circles over whom he has any influence, 
‘<Come with us, for we will surely do thee good”—thus obeying the command, 
“Let him that heareth say come?” Every Christian has opportunities of useful- 
ness which he is bound to seize, and many are the opportunities which present 
themselves to seamen, on their voyages to different ports, which those whose hearts 
shall be warmed with love to God, and gratitude to the Saviour, will not fail to 
embrace. 

Respecting the object of this Society there can be but one opinion. Its aim is 
to promote that cause which is dear to the heart of Jehovah—which employed his 
thoughts ere time began—the cause to which all the events of timé are subservient, 
and for which the world itself is kept in existence. It is to proclaim the God-like 
achievements of him who came ‘from Edom, with died garments from Bozrah,”— 
his immortal victories and his deathless fame. 

Our encouragements to persevere in this good work are abundant. ‘ The next 
age will take up our cause, and when the petty interests which would resist our 
exertions are trodden down, and their dust scattered to the four winds of heaven, 
the King of kings, whom we serve, will take up his unlimited sceptre, and reign from 
the Equator to the Poles.” 

The Redeemer’s cause must spread, however men may try to impede its progress ; 
“ As the little stone cut out of the mountain without hands became a great moun- 
tain and filled the whole earth, even so shall the God of heaven set up in these lat- 
ter days a kingdom, and it shall stand for ever.”——‘ Israel shall blossom, shall bud, 
shall fill the face of the world with fruit.” 

Let us never cease to pray, *“* Thy kingdom come ;” *¢ till the seventh angel shall 
sound on high, and great voices be heard in heaven, saying, the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ ;"—till the whole 
universe shall be but one vast temple, consecrated to his praise, and bright with his 
glory. 

«Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things, 
and blessed be his glorious name for ever; and let the whole earth be filled with 
his glory. Amen and Amen.” 


* With how much propriety may we now repeat this paragraph. With what melting entreaties 


does the providence of the Almighty Father call upon us to put forth our hands to save the sinking 
sailor from the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone! We ascribe all the glory to Him, but 
we are the instrwments by which ed gon age of grace are to be accomplished ; and we stand 
on the brink of eternity, with folded arms, and see these precious souls sinking into the awful 
abyss below? Is there nothing more that we can do for the honour of God, and the salvation of 
seamen? Reader, let each of us remember how much we have had forgiven, and, in our closets, 
answer these solemn inquiries. Ed. 








New-York Bethel Union. 


NEW-YORK BETHEL UNION.—CorresponpEnce. 


Boston, November 10, 1821. 
Dear Sir, 

By direction of the Boston Society for the Religious and Moral In- 
struction of the Poor, under whose patronage is the Seamen’s meeting 
in this town, I have the pleasure to address you. In their name I would 
express, through you, their sincere thanks to the New-York Bethel Union, 
for the very acceptable Flag which has been sent to this port. 

The season was so far advanced, that it was thought best not to at- 
tempt originating these meetings during the present autumn, but to defer 
the measure until spring ; then, I hope, as you have suggested in the let- 
ters to my respected brother, the Rev. Mr. Wisner, this Bethel Flag will 
be hailed by many a mariner, as the harbinger of glad tidings. 

We are unable to compare with our favoured brethren of New-York, 
Philadelphia, and London, in regard to visible fruits from attention to 
Seamen ; but I desire to thank God for many mercies, notwithstanding. 
At the close of a prayer meeting, held a few evenings since in a private 
family, a pious sea-captain told me, that, during a late fishing expedition, 
having with him five among the cre.v, whom he hoped to be pious, they 
had maintained the worship of God, by social prayer and singing, every 
evening. Another, however, told me, that he had been in one and an- 
other vessel twenty-two years, and had never heard prayer offered on 
board ! ) 

There is a great diversity in this class of men; let us hope and pray 
that every vessel may be a place of prayer; let us, in faith, labour also 
for it. 

Wishing your association still greater blessings from Him, who is 
Head over all things to His Church, and desiring an interest in your 
prayers for us—may I not say for myself especially—lI am, dear Sir, 

Yours in the faith of Christ, 
Wu. JEeNKs. 

Mr. Know.es Taytor, New-York. 


P. S. November 19.—A delay in transmitting this letter, enables me 
to add a few facts, which may appear encouraging. I was reminded of 
them by the remarks contained in your letter to Rey. Mr. Wisner, re- 
specting the establishment of the worship of God on board of our ves- 
sels. A friend of mine informed me that he knew a pious sea-captain, 
who for five-and-twenty years, in which he frequented the sea, maintained 
the worship of God on board. Another he named, also, who attempted 
it, and for a time persevered ; but during a voyage in the Mediterranean 
relinquished the practice, on account of the ridicule and opposition he 
experienced from a wicked mate. In this situation, he was spoke by a 
British Man-of-War, (it was during our late contest,) and ordered on 
board. He was received, at first, rather distantly, and his papers exa- 
mined with severe scrutiny. They being found agreeable, he was re- 
quested, kindly, to sit. At this moment, the ship’s clock striking eight, 
the cabin doors opened, and about forty men entered, arranged them- 
selves by the side of a long table, and prayer, with reading the scrip- 
tures, commenced. Our captain was mortified at his own cowardice, 
felt the reproof of conscience, and retired, ashamed of having relin- 
quished for one individual a practice, which he saw maintained in pre- 
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sence of forty. But, at his return, he stated the mate’s behaviour to his 
owners, who, with the utmost propriety, dismissed him from their 
service. 

The third instance, relates to the gentleman himself, who informed 
me as above. He, as owner of a vessel, in which he made a voyage of 
four months, established morning and evening devotions, without the 
least difficulty from either captain or crew. Nay, it was soon esteemed 
a privilege; and he had the satisfaction of seeing the men alert on board 
in their ordinary duty, as well as eager to attend religious instruction and 
prayers at his call. 

The conviction, therefore, of my friend has been, that if owners and 
masters of vessels were but themselves to engage in earnest in this refor- 
mation, there would be no insuperable difficulty. But how, dear Sir, 
shall owners and captains require what they do not themselves practise ? 

» Yours, W. 5. 


% 


BETHEL MEETINGS. 


On Thursday evening, October 4th, there was a meeting for prayer, dsc. 
on board the sloop Haxall, Capt. S. Holmes, at Richmond, Virginia. 
The meeting was well attended, and considerable interest has been exci- 
ted there in behalf of the Seamen who visit that place. A Bethel 
Union Society wasto be formed, and Capt. H. was charged with procur- 
ing a Bethel Flag, which he took with him a few days ago, when he 
sailed from this city. 

[The following is copied from the Richmond, Va. “ Compiler.’ 

“Ir may not be uninteresting to many of our citizens, to learn that on 
the 4th Oct. at the instance of a few friends of seamen, a puree meeting 
was commenced on board the sloop Haxall, Captain Holmes, at Rock- 
etts. Several Christians of different denominations attended, and the 
exercises of the evening, which consisted of short prayers, appropriate 
addresses, and the singing of hymns, were particularly interesting. ‘To 
those who had previously seen accounts of similar meetings in some of 
the principal seaports in England and the United States, much satisfac- 
tion was afforded by witnessing the lantern at the mast-head—the 
crowd of seamen assembled by that signai, for divine worship—and the 
harmony which seemed to pervade every heart. No distinction among 
Christians was known; but one general sentiment of earnest solicitude for 
the best interests of seamen,—of that useful though long neglected class 
of our fellow beings, was predominant. At the close of that meeting a 
short address was delivered by the captain, encouraging his seafaring 
brethren to appreciate the privileges afforded by such opportunities 
whenever in port. The originators of the meetings purposed holding 
them on every Thursday evening after candle light, (for about’an hour,) 
on board a vessel which would be distinguished during the day by the 
Bethel Flag. 

“TT have just returned from one of those meetings.which was for the se- 
cond time held on board the Haxall. At her mast-head, waved the 
first Bethel Flag, which I have ever enjoyed to behold ; and probably 
the first which ever waved in this port. The seamen understand its 
use, and the number who rally around it, encourages the hope that it is 
not hoisted in vain. Those who desire to see the flag, can be gratified 
by visiting Rocketts on any Thursday. 
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Should the above hasty sketch be read by a christian, I would ask 
whether the expediency of forming a Seaman’s Friend Society, has 
ever occurred to the mind.” 

On Saturday, October 6th, a meeting was held on board the new ship 
———,, Capt. Calvin Williams, lying at Saybrook, Conn. bound to New- 
York and New-Orleans: about 200 persons were present, and the meet- 
ing, which was conducted on the plan of those held in this city, was so- 
lemn and interesting. 


LIVERPOOL 
Betuet Unron anp SeAMAN’s Frienp Society. 


By the prompt attention of our correspondent at Liverpool, we are 
furnished with the proceedings at a public meeting of the citizens of that 
town, to. form a Bethel Union. The meeting was held in the Town-Hall, 
on the 12th of September, Admiral Murray in the chair. The Rev. 
George Charles Smith, of Penzance, (“ the Joseph of the Scilly Islands 
in the days of their famine,”’) stood forward to address the meeting. He 
was followed by Samuel Hope, and Nicholas Hurry, Esqrs. the Rev. 
James Lister, the Rev. Dr. Raffles, the Rev. Moses Fisher, and Messrs. 
Woolsey and Job. 

We have not room, at present, for the excellent addresses delivered by 
these gentlemen, but shall endeavour to give them in a future number. 


NEW-YORK BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue anniversary meeting of this society was held at the City Assem- 
bly-Room, on the 19th ult. The chair was taken at 7 o’clock by Gen. 
Cuarkson, President. The meeting was opened with reading the 
55th chapter of Isaiah, by the Rev Dr. Mitnor. 

From the Report, which was read by Jonn Stearns, M. D. we learn, 
that during the past year, 912 Bibles and 1074 Testaments have been 
distributed. ‘The whole number distributed since the formation of the 
society is 28,189 Bibles, and 3,321 Testaments. 

After the Report was read, the meeting was addressed by the Rev. 
Mr. McLean, from England, the Rev. Dr. Romeyn, and the Rev. Mr. 
Summerfield. The speeches of these gentlemen were eloquent and ap- 
propriate. 

A collection was taken up to aid the funds of the society, and after 
passing a vote of thanks to Mr. Jennings for the use of the room, the 
society adjourned. 


It is our painful duty to announce the melancholy death of the Rev. SAMUEL 
NEWELL, American Missionary at Bombay, and Mrs, POOR, of Ceylon. 








TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


A particular account of the melancholy shipwreck of the “ Sea Fox,” and the 
wonderful preservation of four men, who were taken out of the forecastle, where 
they had lived three day$ and three nights, will be given in our next. 

The Report of the “ Youth’s Missionary Society,” and a variety of interesting 
intelligence, is unavoidably deferred. 

In addition to our Regular files of Foreign Publications, we have just received 
some interesting communications from the Treasurer of the (London) * Home 
Missionary Society,” with copies of all their publications ; also, a complete set of 


all the books and papers published by the London Sunday School Union, which may 
be seen at this office. 





